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THE DISAPPEARANCE OF THE SS POET 

By Amy Grant 


A plaque memorializing the missing seamen of the SS Poet hangs in Gloria Dei 
Church in Philadelphia. Lottie Zukier Fredette, a congregant ; organizes an annual 
service to honor the crew of this ship. Her son, Hans, was among those lost at sea. 



US AT General Omar Bundy mooredpier side, date and location unknown. 


Lottie Zukier Fredette was inexplicably overcome with a 
terrible sense of foreboding. She had just driven her oldest son, 
Hans, to Girard Point Terminal in South Philadelphia. Hans 
was scheduled to sail on a routine voyage aboard the SS Poet 
to deliver bulk corn to Egypt. Before leaving him at the dock, 
Fredette began crying and begged Hans to stay home. Hans did 
not understand why his mother was upset and bid her farewell. 
This is the last time Fredette would ever see her son. The Poet 
departed on schedule the morning of Oct. 24, 1980. Two weeks 
later, it was reported missing. What happened to this ship re¬ 
mains a mystery to this day. No trace of the vessel or its crew 
has ever been found. 1 

OPERATIONAL HISTORY 

How does a ship twice the length of a football field completely 
disappear? The answer may lie in its service history. Originally 
named for distinguished serviceman General Omar Bundy, this 
troopship supported the U.S. Navy for 22 months during World 
War II. It traveled as far as Guam and Japan, shuttling 18,000 

1 Josuweit, Bob. “Disappearance of the SS Poet.” Historic Gloria Dei Preservation Corporation, https:// 
preserveoldswedes.org/2015/01/disappearance-of-the-ss-poet/. Accessed 1 Jan 2020. 
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passengers across the Pacific Ocean. The Bundy was decommis¬ 
sioned on Jun. 14, 1946, but its retirement did not last long. Two 
months later, the vessel was transferred to the War Department 
and carried troops for the Army until the end of 1949. After 
almost 5 years of non-stop service, the Bundy entered the Naval 
Defense Reserve Fleet. It was docked in the James River and 
remained moored there for the next 15 years. 

Was the Bundy neglected during this period of inactivity? We 
may never know for sure. But, if the ship was in rough shape, the 
Bethlehem Steel Corp. certainly felt equipped to repair it. This 
company purchased the vessel in 1964, converted it to a cargo 
ship called the Portmar , and put it back at sea. It was bought and 
sold several times over the ensuing years but remained in active 
service. The Hawaiian Eugenia Corp. — who sent this ship on 
its final voyage — recast it as the SS Poet in 1979. For the next 
year, it was enlisted in the U.S. government’s Food for Peace 
program, delivering tons of grain abroad to help feed the poor. 
Thirteen other ships built before 1950 also aided this mission, 
including Hawaiian Eugenia Corp.’s the SS Penny and the SS 
Flora. 








A RUST BUCKET FLEET 

After spending almost four decades in water, was the Poet still 
seaworthy? Henry J. Bonnabel, owner of the Hawaiian Euge¬ 
nia Corp., believed so. Bonnabel cited the 15 years the vessel 
sat dormant as evidence of its viability. “It’s the equivalent of 
buying a ’44 Cadillac,” he testified, “and putting it on blocks for 
all these years.” 2 However, the Poet wasn’t dry-docked at James 
River — it was resting in saltwater the entire time, possibly rust¬ 
ing away. 

Bonnabel was no stranger to shipwrecks. In 1973, he was pres¬ 
ident of another company that owned the sugar-carrying Silver 
Dove . This vintage steamship had rusted and leaking hull plates 
causing it to sink in the Pacific Ocean. Thankfully, there weren’t 
any casualties. The investigative report on this fiasco advises: 
“older general cargo vessels ... whose age and inherent difficulty 
of inspection increase the likelihood of seawater leakage, tend to 
carry bulk cargoes (such as sugar), some of which, when mixed 
with water, can threaten the vessel’s stability.” 

The Silver Dove disaster did not deter Bonnabel. He con¬ 
tinued repurposing aging vessels into cargo carriers for profit. 
The Penny , a ship nearly identical to the Poet , was kept at sea 
even though it was a “deathtrap.” A few weeks after the Poet 
disappeared, the Coast Guard received a distress signal from 
the Flora — it had boiler damage and was “dead adrift” in the 
water. Bonnabel and other Hawaiian Eugenia Corp. officials 
denied that the Flora was missing ... but refused to reveal its 
whereabouts. 3 Ironically, as the Penny limped along the North 
Atlantic, it found the Flora drifting helplessly and awaiting res¬ 
cue. The Flora never sailed again. The Penny , with its rusted 
patchwork of repairs, remained in service until the Coast Guard 
declared it unsafe in 1983. 4 

A "SEAWORTHY" VESSEL 

In 1980, the Poet was considered by many to be an old, but 
sturdy ship. "She was on her last days, no question," said David 
Heindel, who worked the vessel earlier that year. "I don't think 
the Coast Guard would have allowed us to sail if she wasn't 
seaworthy." 5 On Mar. 6, 1980, the Poet had indeed passed the 
Coast Guard’s mandatory biennial dry dock inspection. How¬ 
ever, the personnel who conducted this survey unfortunately 
“lacked relevant experience” with “vessel-inspection proce¬ 
dures.” The resulting report failed to include a requisite safety 
assessment. 6 During subsequent inspections at port, the Poet's 
vital equipment — such as its engines — would be briefly tested 
for functionality. However, these tests could not possibly predict 
what would happen at sea, where operational failure could result 
in fatalities. 

The Coast Guard was not the only authority that endorsed 
the Poet. In August 1979, inspections conducted by the Amer¬ 
ican Bureau of Shipping revealed that the ship’s “number-one 

2 Meyer, Eugene L. “Futile search for Poet leaves questions unanswered.” (1980, Nov. 29). Morning 
Advocate , p. 18A. 

3 “Inquiry focuses on grain loading.” (1980, Nov. 22). Bellingham Herald, p. 1. 

4 Frump, Robert R. “The Sister Ship of the SS Poet Makes One Last Voyage.” (1983, Oct 23). Philadelphia 
Inquirer , p. A01. 

5 Pompilio, Natalie. “S.S. Poet left Philly, but where’d it go?” Philadelphia Inquirer , 7 Oct. 2010. https:// 
www.inquirer.com/philly/hp/news_update/20101007_SINKING_FEELINGS.html. Accessed 4 Jan 
2020 . 

6 Howe, Arthur and Michael A. Hobbs. “Coast Guard theorizes a hole in hull doomed SS Poet.” (1982, 

Apr. 17). Philadelphia Inquirer, p. 22. 



WAVES officers pose on the navigation bridge of the Bundy with the ship's 
Commanding Officer, Captain Lawrence Wainwright, in 1945. 


hatch cover” was seriously malfunctioning. This was a major 
safety concern — a broken hatch could result in a devastating 
flood. Yet, the Bureau authorized deferring this necessary repair 
until the vessel was scheduled for dry-docking in March 1982. 
Bonnabel, who purchased the Poet in 1979, was undoubtedly 
aware of the severity of this issue. He opted instead to authorize 
“minor repairs” to keep the ship afloat. For example, a week be¬ 
fore the Poet’s ill-fated voyage, deficiencies to the boiler, main 
deck and fire hose assembly were remediated at the prompting 
of the Coast Guard. 7 

Perhaps the Poet had other issues that were undetected during 
these routine inspections. Given what we know about the 1973 
sinking of the Silver Dove, this certainly seems possible. Inspec¬ 
tors and crewmen who worked on the Poet before its final launch 
reported several anomalies. It had rusted and worn rivets. It was 
slightly unbalanced. It handled sluggishly in shallow waters. 
However, experts dismissed these concerns both before and af¬ 
ter the Poet disappeared. 

WRECKED BY A STORM 

Three different agencies — the National Transportation Safe¬ 
ty Board, the Committee on Merchant and Marine Fisheries, 
and the U.S. Coast Guard Marine Board of Investigation — 
conducted independent investigations into the disappearance of 
the Poet. These organizations all converged upon the same hy¬ 
pothesis — the ship went down during a storm at sea. However, 
each offered a different theory about what may have caused it 
to sink. It had a faulty hatch cover. It was synchronously rolling. 
There was a hole in the hull. But without physical evidence to 
examine, no one could be sure what really happened. 

The storm theory is compelling for good reason. On Oct. 25, 
1980, a day after the Poet departed Philadelphia, an unexpected 
gale blazed through the Bermuda Triangle and headed straight 
through the Poet’s projected path. Other ships in the area were 

7 Marshall, Steve. “Weeping owner praises SS Poet as ‘staunch’ ship.” (1980, Nov. 26). The Morning News, 
p. 12. 
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24 OCT 1980 

At 1:30 a. m., the SSPoet 
departs Ph iladelph ia 
with a cargo of “Food for 
Peace”bulk corn destined 
for Port Said, Egypt. As 
the ship passes by Cape 
Henlopen, Del. at 9p.m., 
it checks in with the 
Coast Guard. Around 
midnight, a deck officer 
speaks to his wife using 
the ship-to-shore radio. 
This is the last verified 
communication with the 


vessel. 



26 OCT 1980 

A radio control tower in 
Baltimore receives a 
brief alarm from an 
unidentified vessel 
sailing in the Bermuda 
Triangle. If this signal 
came from the Poet, it 
would mean that the ship 
was sailing near the edge 
of Sargasso Sea. 


3 NOV 1980 

The Poet’s owner, Henry 
J. Bonnabel of the 
Hawaiian Eugenia 
Corp., reports the vessel 
as missing. The Coast 
Guard asks ships sailing 
in the Atlantic Ocean if 
they 've had contact with 
the Poet. 



_ 

_ 

11 NOV 1980 

16 NOV 1980 

A Navy plane hears a 

“An orange object similar 

distress signal but is 

to a life preserver” is 

unable to locate its source 

sightedfrom the air. 

before having to abandon 

Surface units revisit the 

the search to refuel. 

area but are unable to 

• ' 

find it. 




27 OCT 1980 





The SS Columbia, 
sailing260 miles south of 
the Poet's intended 
location, receives a brief 
auto alertfrom an 
unidentified vessel. The 
radio officer who heard 
the alert thought it was a 
false alarm. 

8 NOV 1980 

The Coast Guard begins 
an air and surface search 
for the Poet. Over 

296,000 square miles — 
including the Bermuda 
Triangle — are covered 
over a period of 10 days. 



25 OCT 1980 

A northward-moving 
storm in the Bermuda 
Triangle stirs strong 
winds and high seas 
through the Poet's 
projectedpath. 

15 NOV 1980 

A small oil slick is sighted 
approximately 1,200 
miles off the East coast in 
the vicinity of the Poet's 
assumed track but soon 
disappears. 

17 NOV 1980 

The search for the Poet is 
deemed unsuccessful 
prompting the Coast 
Guard to suspend this 
operation. 


hit with strong winds and high seas for two straight days. While 
these ships re-emerged unscathed, the Poet was never seen or 
heard from again. 

During its years at sea, the Poet had survived harsher condi¬ 
tions. It was “one of the staunchest and strongest ships in the 
American merchant fleet,” the ship’s owner, Bonnabel, pro¬ 
claimed. Perhaps the Poet was in better shape than Bonnabel’s 
other rust buckets. This could explain why he was not worried 
when his ship sailed headfirst into hurricane-force winds and 
roaring waves. Bonnabel also didn’t seem concerned that his 
vessel was radio-silent for over a week afterwards. This com¬ 
munications gap was not unusual, he said, and “assumed atmo¬ 
spheric conditions or other transmitting difficulties” were to 
blame. Bonnabel’s staff, on the other hand, were on high-alert. 
The Poet had a stellar reporting record. During previous voyag¬ 
es, the ship dutifully radioed its location every 48 hours. The 
day after the storm passed, the Poet missed its scheduled call. 
For the next week, Bonnabel’s staff attempted to contact the 


vessel every two hours to no avail. 8 On Nov. 3, 1980, when the 
Poet failed to reach its destination, Bonnabel finally panicked 
and contacted the Coast Guard. 

Bonnabel’s seemingly nonchalant attitude about the welfare 
of his ship was curious. In the ensuing days, a number of other 
unsettling details would emerge. The Coast Guard, for example, 
did not begin searching for the Poet until Nov. 8, 1980. This 
was four days after Bonnabel reported it missing. If there was 
a chance that ship was stranded at sea, why delay the search 
and rescue operation? According to the Coast Guard, the search 
would have begun sooner had they received a distress sig¬ 
nal from the Poet . An alarm had, in fact, sounded at the Coast 
Guard’s Baltimore Tower on Oct. 26, 1980. The problem was 
that the signal was weak and they couldn’t figure out who sent 
it. However, this signal was thought to have originated in the 
Bermuda Triangle — roughly in line with the Poet’s planned 

8 Jones, Walter B. “Report on the Disappearance of the U.S. Flag Freighter SS Poet in October 1980.” 
Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1982. 
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Reverend Dave Rivers in front of Gloria Dei Churc, 
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7 JAN 1981 

A memorial service is 
held for the officers and 
crew at Gloria Dei (Old 
Swedes ) Church in 
Philadelphia. 


JUN 1981 

While walking on a 
beach, two French 
patrolmen find a piece of 
a life raft with the letters 
“P”and “0”stenciled on 
it. The men did not 
report this discovery for 
several months as they 
were unaware of the 
Poet’s disappearance. 


19 JAN 1981 

The Associated Press 
reports that the U. S. 
Drug Enforcement 
Administration is no 
longer pursuing its 
investigation into the 
alleged “mobster 
hijacking. ” 


12 APR 1982 

The Coast Guard 
Marine Board of 
Investigation report 
offers three likely causes 
for the Poet’s 
disappearance: capsizing 
due to instability in very 
rough seas, capsizing or 
foundering due to the 
flooding of a hold, ora 
loss of hull integrity. 


23 OCT 1983 

Family andfriends of the 
missing seamen attend a 
plaque dedication and 
memorial service at 
Gloria Dei (Old Swedes ’) 
Church in Philadelphia. 


9 APR 1981 

Congressional hearings 
before the House 
Merchant Marine and 
Fisheries Committee are 
held. Multiple theories 
are advanced - the ship 
hit a storm, the crew 
wasn 't competent, the 
craft wasn't structurally 
sound - but none can be 
proved. 


18 JAN 1981 

The Courier-Post reports 
that classified cables 
between the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement 
Administration and 
New Scotland Yard 
suggest that the Poet was 
hijacked by South Jersey 
mobsters in a plot to swap 
corn for heroin. 


1 MAY 1989 

Barbara Honegger, 
former staffer to 
President R onald 
Reagan, publishes 
“OctoberSurprise. ’’She 
speculates that the Poet’s 
crew was sacrificed in 
exchangefor delaying the 
release of Iran’s U. S. 
hostages. 


21 OCT 1982 

The National 
Transportation Safety 
Board recants its 
original finding. The 
Board admits that its 
initial “calculations were 
in error”and is “unable 
to determine [a]probable 
cause ’’for the Poet’s 
disappearance. 


23 JUN 1981 

The National 
Transportation Safety 
Board report concludes 
that the Poet capsized 
and sunk due to 
“synchronous rolling” in 
high seas. 


route. 9 On Oct. 27th, another ship in the area, the SS Columbia , 
also received a brief auto alert from an unidentified vessel. Un¬ 
fortunately, the Columbia s radio officer assumed it was a false 
alarm. 

If either of these alerts came from the Poet, this could mean 
that something caused the ship’s radio to fail. A prevailing the¬ 
ory is that a catastrophic event occurred and the crew did not 
have ample time to respond. If there was a small hole in the hull, 
for example, the ship may have been slowly sinking for hours 
without anyone noticing. If the ship was synchronously rolling, 
it could have capsized killing all on board instantly. If the hatch 
cover failed, the ship may have rapidly flooded before the crew 
could escape. 

On Nov. 8, 1980, the Coast Guard embarked on an air and 
surface search hoping to find the ship or evidence of its demise. 
There were clues suggesting a shipwreck but none could be sub¬ 
stantiated. A Navy plane heard a distress signal on Nov. 11th but 

9 Bhattacharya, Raj. “S.S. Poet - Lost in Bermuda Triangle.” Bermuda Attractions, https://www.bermu- 
da-attractions.com/bermuda2_00019b.htm. Accessed 30 Dec 2019. 


was unable to locate its source before having to leave to refuel. 
On Nov. 15th, a small oil slick was sighted approximately 1,200 
miles off the East coast in the vicinity of the Poet's assumed 
track. "An orange object which looked similar to a life preserver" 
was sighted by the same plane, although the crew was "unable to 
positively identify what was on surface due to no surface units 
in area." Unfortunately, during subsequent searches, these items 
were not found. After 10 days of searching over 296,000 square 
miles, a Coast Guard officer bemoaned, “absolutely nothing has 
turned up, not an oil slick, a life jacket, a plank. Nothing.” On 
Nov. 17th, this search and rescue mission was suspended. 

MARAUDED BY MOBSTERS 

“They didn't find a life raft, a life ring, nothing,” said Heindel. 
“That led to some of the conspiracy theories.” Perhaps the Coast 
Guard searched the wrong area? Maybe the ship was rerouted 
to a different destination? Or maybe it was the target of a bi¬ 
zarre drug-hijacking scheme? A few months later, news outlets 
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reported that the Poet had been on the radar of an international 
task force. Londons New Scotland Yard and the U.S. Drug En¬ 
forcement Administration were said to have tied the ship’s fate 
to a drug smuggling operation. Allegedly, operatives working 
for a New Jersey mafia hijacked the vessel, took it to Iran, and 
traded its cargo for heroin. The ship was then destroyed or re¬ 
painted to disguise its true identity. According to this scenario, 
the Poet’s crew would have been killed before or after the mis¬ 
sion was complete. But, a day after this story made headlines, it 
was quickly squashed. On Jan. 19, 1981, The Associated Press 
reported that the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration had 
abruptly ended this investigation. 

CRUSHED BY POLITICS 

The families of the missing seamen were understandably des¬ 
perate for answers. During official investigations into the Poet’s 
disappearance, a curious detail emerged about the ship’s cargo 
holds. One of the holds was sealed shut, preventing inspectors 
from being able to see what was inside. The families suspected 
foul play. The hold, they proposed, contained contraband that 
the crew had unwittingly transported across international wa¬ 
ters. However, this concern was swiftly dismissed — testimony 
and other evidence suggested that the hold was empty. 

This conspiracy theory gained traction many years later. Bar¬ 
bara Honegger, a former staffer to President Ronald Reagan, 
confirmed these families worst fears in her 1989 publication, 
“October Surprise: Did the Reagan-Bush Election Campaign 
Sabotage President Carter's Attempts to Free the American 
Hostages in Iran?” According to Honegger, the Poet was never 
headed for Egypt, which is why no trace of it was found in the 
Bermuda Triangle. She postulates that the ship sailed to Iran 
instead as part of an arms negotiation deal to delay the release of 
52 American hostages. Ronald Reagan, who was then running 
for president against incumbent Jimmy Carter, wanted credit for 
ending this Iranian hostage scandal. To make this happen, Iran 
would need to hold onto the hostages until after Reagan’s inau¬ 
guration in January 1981. The ship’s inaccessible hold allegedly 
contained the weapons which were traded for prolonging the 
confinement of the hostages. And, sadly, the lives of 32 men, 
described in newspaper reports at the time as "New Jersey hero- 
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in smugglers," were sacrificed. The Poet , she suggests, was sunk 
and is resting at the bottom of the Persian Gulf. 

AN UNSOLVED MYSTERY 

It’s been almost 40 years since the Poet disappeared and what 
happened to it remains a mystery. Fredette favors Honegger‘s 
“weapons for hostages” theory. “A ship doesn't just disappear,” 
she said. “Something had to happen. They were doing some¬ 
thing they weren't supposed to be doing.” Heindel offers a differ¬ 
ent explanation. He believes that the cargo, combined with the 
storm, was to blame. “My guess is the grain got wet and split the 
ship open,” he said, “and she just went straight down.” 

Robert Frump’s award-winning investigation into the Poet 
concluded the following. “The conspiracy theories are all very 
interesting,” he wrote. “But the bigger ‘conspiracy’ is that the 
Coast Guard of that time and the American Bureau of Ship¬ 
ping negligently let dozens of vessels sail that ought to have been 
scrapped when the war ended.” 10 This allowed entrepreneurs 
like Bonnabel to operate unsafe vessels, putting the lives of their 
crews at risk. To make matters worse, this practice continued 
long after the Poet met its tragic end. In 1981, Bonnabel received 
$4 million in an insurance payout for the loss of the Poet and its 
cargo. A year later, he was awarded a $25 million government 
contract to carry cargo for the US Military Sealift Command. 
According to reports of the time, Bonnabel deployed four of the 
Poet’s aging sister ships for this purpose. Despite the shoddy rep¬ 
utation of his fleet, he continued to work in the merchant marine 
trade until he retired. Bonnabel died on Aug. 15, 2015 at age 91. 
We can only hope that the lives of the Poet’s 34 missing mariners 
weighed heavily on his conscious. 

While walking on a beach in June 1981, two French patrol¬ 
men found a piece of a life raft with the letters “P” and “O” 
stenciled on it. The men were intrigued by the wreckage but 
left it resting at the shore. Several months later, they learned 
about Poet’s fate and returned to the beach hoping to recover the 
debris. Unfortunately, it had vanished, much like the Poet itself. 
Perhaps one day, the sea will yield some trace of this vessel and 
provide the crew’s loved ones with the closure they deserve. 

10 Swope, Dave. “The Disappearance of the S.S. Poet.” NJMaritime Museum, 26 Feb 2015,. https:// 
njmaritimemuseum.org/the-disappearance-of-the-s-s-poet/ Accessed 30 Dec 2019. 






In Loving Memory of the 34 Crew 
Members of the SS Poet, 

Lost at Sea on Oct. 24,1980 
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WILLIAM A. 
KING 

SecondMate 



ROBERT W. 
GOVE 

ThirdMate 


JOSEPH 

VHYNAK 

Radio Officer 


EDWARD D. 
ADAMS 


RICKEY A. 
SALLEE 

Able Seaman 


MOSEL 

MYERS 

Able Seaman 




LEROY A. 
WARREN 


ROLAND H. 
COURTER 




NORMAN H. 
CURRIER 

Chief Mate 





HANS P. 
ZUKIER 



CARL L. 
GOFF 

Able Seaman 


SHAWN T. 
GOODEN 


STEPHEN J. 
CONNORS 

Ordinary Seaman 


ALFRED E. 
SCHMIDT 

Ordinary Seaman 


EDWARD E. 
BRADLEY 

Ordinary Seaman 


LLOYD G. 
THAYER 

Chief Engineer 


MICHAEL S. 
CANFIELD 

First Assistant Engineer 


CHRISTOPHER 

CARRINO 

Second Assistant Engineer 



MARK S. 
HENTHORNE 


ANTHONY J. 
BOURBONNAIS 


Third Assistant Engineer Third Assistant Engineer 


FRANK E. 
HOLLAND 

Deck/Engine Utility 


WALTER M. 
MITCHELL 


CLAUDE D. 
BERRY 


OTIS R. 
HUNTER 



CALVIN E. 
BETHARD 

Fireman/Water Tender 



ABRAHAM G. 
MURILLO 

Fireman/Water Tender 



GEORGE E. 
WARD 

Fireman/Water Tender 


THADDEUS M. 
SIMMONS 

Wiper 


EDDIE 

SYLVESTER 

Chief Steward 


CARL 

JACKSON 

Chief Cook 


NOELW. 

MCLAUGHLIN 

Chief Baker 


TRACY R. 
WALKER 


JERRY 

BATCHLER 


EARL K. 
WHATLEY 

Steward Utility 
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HGDPC 

Historic Gloria Dei (Old Swedes') 
Preservation Corporation 


Columbus Blvd. & Christian Sts., Philadelphia, PA 19147 
phone // 215.389.1513 ♦ email // preserveoldswedes@gmail.com ♦ web // www.preserveoldswedes.org 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Candace Roberts, Board Chair • Christine Pickup, Treasurer • Amy Grant, Corporate Secretary 
Jeanette Woehr, Vice Chair • Terry Brasko, Trustee • Peggy Buescher, Trustee • Joshua Thomas Castano, Trustee 
Anthony Croasdale, Trustee • Thomas Daley AIA, Trustee • Mike Duffy, Advisor • Marco Federico, Trustee 
Mark Roberts, Trustee • Mary Ryan, Trustee • Alan Segal, Trustee • Michael Schreiber, Trustee • Ray Spera, Advisor 
Robert A. Stewart, Trustee • Jerry Walker, Trustee • Rev. Dr. Kirn-Eric Williams, emeritus 


SUPPORT OUR MISSION 

The Historic Gloria Dei (Old Swedes') Preservation Corporation was established to fund\ support , and supervise the restoration ,, 
renovation, and ongoing maintenance of the Gloria Dei (Old Swedes) Church buildings , grounds , and graveyard so that future 
generations may share in this historic and architectural treasure. As part of our mission, we offer free educationalprogramming. 

This supplement to FOUNDERS Magazine was published to support our 2020 exhibit: Host at Sea. " This exhibit explores the 
mysterious 1980 disappearance of the SS Poet and honors its missing crew. Attractions also include photographs charting the vessel's 
history as a troopship , the story behind its cargo-carrying days and the prevailing theories about what happened to it. This exhibit is 
open to the public Tuesday through Sunday, 9 am to 4 pm. It opens on Apr. 1, 2020 and closes on Oct. 31, 2020. 

Please consider making a donation to support our programming. We are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization (Federal ID# 45- 
3210057). All contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 


Name(s): 


Address: 



State: 

Zip: 

Telephone: 

Email: 




Select Your Donor Level: Select Your Payment Method: 


□ Legacy: 

More than $10,001 

□ 

Check By Mail 

□ Heritage: 

$5,001 - $10,000 


Payable to: HGDPC, 916 S. Swanson St, Phila., PA 19147 

□ Preservation: 

$1,001 - $5,000 



□ Landmark: 

$501 - $1,000 

□ 

Online Donation 

□ Friends: 

$25 - $500 


Pay online at: www.preserveoldswedes.org/donate 

□ Other: 

$ 

□ 

Charge My VISA, Mastercard or American Express 

Other Options: 



Card #: 

□ Mv comnanv 




will match this gift. 


Exp. Date: CW: 




(3 or 4 digit value) 

□ This donation was made in memory of: 


Name: 




(As it appears on card) 


□ You have permission to display my name or the 
name of my honoree on your website. 
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